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Anthropic sues US
government for calling it a
risk
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Artificial intelligence (AI) firm Anthropic has filed a first of
its kind lawsuit against the US government over claims that
it is a "supply chain risk".

The Al firm's chief executive Dario Amodei and Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth have been publicly rowing due to the
company's refusal to allow the military unfettered use of its
Al tools.

The Pentagon retaliated by making Anthropic the first US
company to be labelled a "supply chain risk", but Anthropic
said in its lawsuit on Monday against a list of US
government agencies that the government's action was
"unprecedented and unlawful".

A spokesman for the US Department of Defense declined to
comment citing a policy on active litigation.
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"The Constitution does not allow the government to wield its
enormous power to punish a company for its protected
speech", Anthropic wrote. "No federal statute authorizes the
actions taken here."

Anthropic's lawsuit is against President Donald Trump's
executive office; several government leaders, including
Hegseth, Secretary of State Marco Rubio, and Secretary of
Commerce Howard Lutnick; and 16 government agencies,
including the Department of War, Department of Homeland
Security and the Department of Energy.

The Department of War is a secondary name given by Trump
for the Department of Defense.

Liz Huston, a spokeswoman for the White House, told the
BBC that Anthropic is "a radical left, woke company"
attempting to control military activity.

"Under the Trump Administration, our military will obey the
United States Constitution — not any woke Al company's
terms of service," Huston said.

Anthropic argued against this in its legal complaint filed
Monday morning in California federal court.

The company said that Hegseth demanded it remove any
usage restrictions from its defence contract, despite
limitations on "lethal autonomous warfare" and "surveillance
of Americans en masse" always having been part of its
government contracts.

Anthropic has been used by the US government and military
since 2024 and was the first advanced Al company to have
its tools deployed in government agencies doing classified
work.

'"Public castigation'’



Anthropic said that it did work with Hegseth on revising
contract language in order to meet military use needs. While
it was nearing a successful negotiation to continue working
with the department that would include limitations regarding
surveillance and weaponry, those talks were abruptly
undercut.

Instead, the Department of Defense "met Anthropic's
attempts at compromise with public castigation".

As Anthropic was negotiating with defence officials, Trump
berated the company as run by "left wing nut jobs" and
directed all government agencies to stop using Anthropic
tools.

Hegseth quickly followed up on Trump's announcement by
labeling Anthropic a "supply chain risk", meaning tools like
Claude were suddenly considered not secure enough for
government use. He also prohibited any company doing
work with the government from using Anthropic tools.

Claude is one of the most popular Al tools in the world, with
Claude Code being an almost ubiquitous part of work done
by some of the biggest technology firms in the US, including
Google, Meta, Amazon and Microsoft.

Those companies also do work with the government. Last
week, Microsoft, Google and Amazon said they would
continue to use Claude outside of any work for defence
agencies.

Nevertheless, Anthropic claims that it has been "irreparably"
harmed as a result of Trump and Hegseth's comments.

"Current and future contracts with private parties are also in
doubt, jeopardizing hundreds of millions of dollars in the
near-term", the company said. "On top of those immediate
economic harms, Anthropic's reputation and core First
Amendment freedoms are under attack."

Anthropic also noted the "chilling effect" on free speech that
the retaliation by the Trump Administration is having on
other entities.

But by Monday afternoon, nearly 40 Google and OpenAl
employees had filed with the court a brief supporting
Anthropic and its efforts to limit improper uses of Al,
offering their expertise on the dangers posed the technology
being used at scale.


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn48jj3y8ezo

"As a group, we are diverse in our politics and philosophies,
but we are united in the conviction that today's frontier Al
systems present risks when deployed to enable domestic
mass surveillance or the operation of autonomous lethal
weapons systems without human oversight, and that those
risks require some kind of guardrails, whether via technical
safeguards or usage restrictions," the signatories of the brief
said.

Google and OpenAl are both considered rivals to Anthropic
when it comes to Al tools, and both companies also have
such tools in government use.

OpenAl CEO Sam Altman admitted last week to rushing
through the company's new contract with the Department of
Defense in the wake of Anthropic's fallout with the
government.

Anthropic is not seeking monetary damages from its lawsuit,
but it is asking the court to immediately declare that Trump's
directive "exceeds the president's authority" and is in
violation of the Constitution, and immediately reject its
having been labelled as supply chain risk.

Carl Tobias, a chair at the University of Richmond School of
Law, said that while a quick settlement of the lawsuit is
possible, he expects the Trump Administration to take "a
scorched earth" approach.

" Anthropic may very well win in federal court, but this
government 1s not shy about appealing," Tobias said. "It will
probably go to the Supreme Court."

Trump orders government to stop using Anthropic in battle
over Al use
Anthropic vows to sue Pentagon over supply chain risk label
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Why did US and Israel
attack Iran and how long
could the war last?

Conflict has spread across the Middle East
since the US and Israel launched wide-
ranging strikes on Iran on 28 February.
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Georgia voters to pick
replacement for Marjorie
Taylor Greene in special
election

The shadow of Greene, who resigned from
Congress after a rift with the president, looms
large over a crowded contest.
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China exports surge despite
Trump tariffs

Official data shows shipments rose by 20%
this year with growth in European and other
Asia markets.
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Mixed messages from
Trump leave more questions
than answers over war's end

The US president has tried to soothe nerves
over oil and markets, but his comments still
lack clarity, writes Anthony Zurcher.
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19 age Trump says Iran war will be L=
over 'very soon', but not this
week

At his press briefing, the US president

claimed the operation was a "tremendous

success", but added that he wants to ensure >
Iran cannot develop nuclear weaponry.

19 hrs ago

BlBJC

Home News Sport Business Technology Health Culture Arts Travel Earth Audio Video Live Documentaries

Weather BBC Shop BritBox

BBC in other languages w

Follow BBC on: X f 8@ ¢ in O

Terms of Use  Subscription Terms  About the BBC  Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help  Contact the BBC  Advertise with us

Do not share or sell my info BBC.com Help & FAQs Content Index Set Preferred Source

Copyright 2026 BBC. All rights reserved. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.


https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/pages/terms-of-use
https://www.bbc.com/pages/subscription-terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://advertising.bbcstudios.com/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://help.bbc.com/hc/
https://www.bbc.com/pages/content-index
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20260128-how-to-make-google-put-trusted-sources-up-top-when-you-search
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cx2g4l8mlgzo
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/business
https://www.bbc.com/technology
https://www.bbc.com/health
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/arts
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future-planet
https://www.bbc.com/audio
https://www.bbc.com/video
https://www.bbc.com/live
https://www.bbc.com/video/docs
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://shop.bbc.com/
https://www.britbox.com/?utm_source=bbc.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=footer

