
Fortnite-maker raising in-
game currency prices 'to help
pay the bills'

Epic Games A promotional image for the Fortnite video game, showing a participant in a tracksuitholding the in-game currency of V-Bucks Epic Games

Epic Games says it is raising the price of Fortnite's in-game
currency, V-Bucks, to "help pay the bills" because the cost of
running the game had "gone up a lot".

The developer announced that from 19 March the price of V-
Bucks will increase, to fans dismay, while bonus currency
rewards will also be removed from the game's main battle
pass.

But it added players will see a decrease in the cost of the
battle pass, an optional seasonal pass players pay for to get
special cosmetics.

Although it is free to play, Fortnite is estimated to generate
billions of dollars in revenue every year, making it one of the
world's most successful games.
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It makes most of its money through in-game subscriptions
and passes, what are known as microtransactions.

The increases mean players will get fewer V-Bucks when
buying the in-game currency.

For example:

A $8.99 (around £6.99) Pack will now give 800 V-Bucks
(1,000 beforehand)

A $22.99 (£17.49) Pack will now give 2,400 V-Bucks
(2,800 beforehand)

A $36.99 (27.99) Pack will now give 4,500 V-Bucks
(5,000 beforehand)

And a $89.99 (£69.99) Pack will now give 12,500 V-
Bucks (13,500 beforehand)

Meanwhile, people who are subscribed to Fortnite's monthly
"Crew" membership - which provides exclusive in-game
content - will receive 800 V-Bucks a month rather than1,000.

Instead of costing 1,000 V-Bucks, the main battle pass will
now be priced at 800. The game's other three passes will also
get price drops of 200.

"For the first time in Fortnite history, V-Bucks will now be
more expensive than they were when the game launched in
2017," an X account dedicated to Fortnite news claimed.

The news has provoked a backlash from fans, with some
questioning the justification given for the price hike,
particularly given Google's recent settlement with the
company in a five-year legal fight over in-app purchase fees.

"Epic is a big company that made this decision because they
know their customers will pay regardless," one posted on X.

Some players also threatened to cancel their memberships
and questioned if this would trigger further cuts to content in
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the game, such as to in-game daily missions to earn the
currency.

Freelance games journalist Vic Hood told the BBC the
decision "may come as a surprise" given a recent reveal by
Epic that player spending on third-party titles had reached an
all-time record of $400 million.

However, she added the Epic Games Store, the developer's
digital storefront, had also seen a decline in third-party
spending across 2023/2024.

"While a price increase for V-Bucks isn't ideal for players,
it's preferable to something more extreme like making it a
paid-for, rather than free-to-play game," she said.

The games industry has seen a wave of price increases in
hardware, software and subscription prices over the past
year, driven by rising development costs, inflation and
tariffs.

The BBC asked Epic for a statement but it had no further
comment.

Fortnite to come back to iPhones in EU
Court hears millions of PlayStation players charged unfair
download fees
Chappell Roan collaborates with Fortnite one year after Radio
1 plea

A green promotional banner with black squares and rectangles formingpixels, moving in from the right. The text says: Tech Decoded: The world sbiggest tech news in your inbox every Monday.

https://www.reddit.com/r/FORTnITE/comments/1rpwft0/this_is_definitely_why_stw_is_going_f2p_can_see/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy081prg9jjo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckgepkwpkg4o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-68096730
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-68096730
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-68096730
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-68096730
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-68096730
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-68096730
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c043y6rr7z3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c043y6rr7z3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c043y6rr7z3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c043y6rr7z3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c043y6rr7z3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c043y6rr7z3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c043y6rr7z3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy09eexjq17o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy09eexjq17o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy09eexjq17o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy09eexjq17o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy09eexjq17o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy09eexjq17o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy09eexjq17o


Sign up for our Tech Decoded newsletter to follow the world's
top tech stories and trends. Outside the UK? Sign up here.

Gaming Fortnite
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4 Feb 2026 Chappell Roan collaborates
with Fortnite one year after
Radio 1 plea
The US pop star has been announced as the latest icon for the video game's next festival
season.

Chappell Roan at the Grammy Awards in ared dress. Her hair is long and curly. Thebackground is black. On the right is herFortnite skin which has a purple colouredmetal breast plate and she is holding aglowing sword.

4 Feb 2026

23 Oct 2025 Man who groomed kids on
Roblox and Fortnite jailed
Kieran Francis attempted to meet up with one of the victims that he had groomed online.

Kieran Francis looks at the camera against agrey background in a police custody photo.He has short black hair, thin eyebrows andfuzzy hair on his cheeks. He is wearing afluffy grey top.

23 Oct 2025

19 Sep 2025 Trolls mock me for having
fewer viewers, Fortnite
streamer Ninja tells BBC
Tyler Blevins says trolls attack him every day
for being less popular than he was at the
height of his fame.

19 Sep 2025

27 Aug 2025 'I'm a virtual reality fashion
designer in Fortnite'
Holly New created a custom outfit for singer
NØELLE to wear during an immersive show.

27 Aug 2025
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21 May 2025 Fortnite back on US Apple
app store after ban lifted
It was removed in 2020 for violating Apple's
policies by launching its own in-app payment
system.

21 May 2025
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